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Washtenaw Coordinated Funders 
FY18 Program Operations Grants Process 

Priority Area Overview 
 

Priority Area Name: Safety Net Health, Nutrition, and Hunger Relief 
Prepared By: Ruth Kraut, Washtenaw Health Plan 
 
Community-Level Outcome (Safety Net Health): Increase access to health services and resources for people with low 
incomes. 
Community-Level Outcome (Nutrition/Hunger Relief): Decrease food insecurity for people with low incomes.  
 
Priority Populations: People with low incomes, immigrants, refugees and those residing in 48197 & 48198 zip 
codes and western Washtenaw County. 
 
Safety Net Health: 
 
1. Infant Mortality and Low Birth Weight: While the county’s rate at a whole for infant mortality and low birth weight 

babies is below the state’s rate, African American babies are 2-3x more likely to die or be born at a low birth weight. 
About 1/5 births in Washtenaw County are to moms who were not born in the United States.  

 
 Infant Mortality 

Rate 
Low and Very Low 
Birth Weight % 

State of Michigan 6.8/1000 10.1% 
Washtenaw County 5.4/1000 9.3% 
Washtenaw County—births to white moms 4.8/1000 7.4% 
Washtenaw County—births to African American moms 12.1/1000 13.9% 

 
Data is taken from MDHHS. Find more here: 
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/public_health/health-promotion/hip/pdfs/maternal-child-
health-needs-assessment-presentation 
 
2. Smoking during pregnancy is highest on the eastern side of Washtenaw County, in some of the more rural areas, 

among women living in poverty, and among African 
American women. Smoking is also higher among women 
who report living with anxiety or depression. 
 
3. Average Age of Death  
There is a 10 year difference for average age of death 
between Whites (76 years) and Blacks (66 years). There is 
a 16 year difference between Whites (76 years) and 
Hispanics (60 years). 
 
Find more online here.  
 
4. Medicaid enrollment has increased over time, even 
as the economy improves, particularly with the advent of 
the Healthy Michigan Plan. As of November 2017 there 
were 37,304 individuals on Medicaid and 18,029 on the 
Healthy Michigan Plan, for a total of 55,333 individuals. 
This compares with 52,238 total (36,941 and 15,297) in 
November of 2015. Medicaid enrollment is unevenly 
distributed by race and location. For instance, in 
Washtenaw County: 
 
Overall, 20% of all children 0-5 live under 100% of the 
poverty level. However, 58% of African American children 

ages 0-5 live under 100% of the poverty level; 29% of Hispanic children; and 10% of white children. These children are, or 
should be, on Medicaid.  
 
Washtenaw County health insurance rates overall have increased dramatically, but in the 2015 HIP survey, nearly 25% of 
Manchester residents and 12% of Milan residents did not have health insurance.  
 

http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/public_health/health-promotion/hip/pdfs/maternal-child-health-needs-assessment-presentation
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/public_health/health-promotion/hip/pdfs/maternal-child-health-needs-assessment-presentation
http://www.opportunitywashtenaw.org/uploads/6/0/7/3/60739657/average_age_of_death__1970-2015f.pdf
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Green Book Reporting: http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/2015_11_GreenBook_510013_7.pdf 
 
Safety Net Nutrition and Hunger Relief 
 
1. Free and Reduced Price Lunch 
Free and Reduced Price Lunch data from schools is often used as a proxy for poverty among students. For many 
students, access to FRPL is a buttress against food insecurity. FRPL rates vary widely among our school districts—the 
Ypsilanti school district has a high enough rate that 100% of students are provided free meals. Other school districts may 
vary more widely or have a significant minority of students qualifying. For instance, in Ann Arbor the rate ranges from 7% 
to 59%; in Lincoln Consolidated from 40% to 60%; in Milan from 22% to 38%; and in Whitmore Lake, 33%-41%.  
 
Michigan Department of Education: http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2017_SNP_-
_October_Data_with_ADP_for_Breakfast_and_Lunch_607797_7.pdf 
 
2. SNAP Benefits 
In Washtenaw County in November 2017, 23,680 individuals in 12,882 families received SNAP benefits. Over 80% of 
those individuals were also receiving other benefits—Medicaid, cash assistance, or SSI benefits (for poor people with 
disabilities or over 65). The average payment per case (monthly) is $226.72, and per person is $123.34. 41% of people 
receiving benefits are children; nearly 15% are seniors or people with disabilities with extremely low incomes. Due to 
phasing out of the “Able-Bodied Adults Without Dependents” waiver, some adults have been discharged from SNAP 
benefits over the past year.  
Read details about ABAWD: http://www.foodgatherers.org/assets/files/snap_abawd_desk_guide.pdf 
 
Green Book: http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/2017_11_GreenBook_610111_7.pdf 
 
3. Food Insecurity/Food Pantries 
In a 2014 report done for Food Gatherers, about 41 percent of clients identify themselves as white, 29 percent as black or 
African American,10 percent as Hispanic or Latino, and 20% as some other race. Among all clients, 26 percent are 
children under age 18, and 13 percent are seniors age 60 and older.  Eleven percent have less than a high school 
diploma and 37% have a high school diploma or GED. 45% identify their health as fair or poor. 88% said they sometimes 
bought unhealthy food because it was more affordable. 
Read more information here: http://www.foodgatherers.org/assets/files/hunger-in-america_2014_food-gatherers-
fb305_report.pdf 
 
4. Food Insecurity/Reduce Food Intake 
When asked on the 2015 Health Improvement Plan Survey whether adults in a household had reduced food intake in the 
past year due to cost, overall 7.2% of respondents answered yes. This was an increase from 5.3% in 2010, and obscures 
the fact that for some groups that number is significantly higher.  That number as 12.5% in the Ypsilanti area and 10.6% in 
the Saline/Milan area. It was 10.7% in families with 3 or more children. It was 26% among those unable to work and 
17.3% among those out of work. It was 16% among African American respondents, and 10.8% among 18-24 year olds.  
 
HIP Survey data: https://healthsurveys.ewashtenaw.org/#/ 
 
Priority Area Definitions: Food Insecurity: Food insecurity means lack of access, at times, to enough food for an 
active, healthy life. 
 
Additional Resources:  
HIP Survey Data, as well as the Latino Health Survey: https://healthsurveys.ewashtenaw.org/#/ 
 
Data on a variety of health issues in Washtenaw County: 
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/public_health/health-promotion/hip/Presentations 
 
Understanding Health Insurance: healthcarecounts.org 
 
KidsCount in Michigan: http://www.mlpp.org/kids-count/michigan-2/2017-kids-count-in-michigan-data-book 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/2015_11_GreenBook_510013_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2017_SNP_-_October_Data_with_ADP_for_Breakfast_and_Lunch_607797_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2017_SNP_-_October_Data_with_ADP_for_Breakfast_and_Lunch_607797_7.pdf
http://www.foodgatherers.org/assets/files/snap_abawd_desk_guide.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/2017_11_GreenBook_610111_7.pdf
http://www.foodgatherers.org/assets/files/hunger-in-america_2014_food-gatherers-fb305_report.pdf
http://www.foodgatherers.org/assets/files/hunger-in-america_2014_food-gatherers-fb305_report.pdf
https://healthsurveys.ewashtenaw.org/#/
https://healthsurveys.ewashtenaw.org/#/
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/public_health/health-promotion/hip/Presentations
http://healthcarecounts.org/
http://www.mlpp.org/kids-count/michigan-2/2017-kids-count-in-michigan-data-book

