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Washtenaw Coordinated Funders 
FY18 Program Operations Grants Process 

Priority Area Overview 
 

Priority Area Name: School-Age Youth 
Prepared By: Ashley Kryscynski, Washtenaw Alliance for Children and Youth (WACY) 
 
Community-Level Outcome #1: Increase the high school graduation rate of economically 
disadvantaged youth. 
 
 
As part of this process we want to increase volunteer reviewer knowledge of inequities that persist in 
each of our priority areas and also build on the data conveyed in the FY18 Program Strategies and 
Outcomes. 
 
To this end, we ask that you disaggregate 3-5 indicators associated with your community-level 
outcome(s) by race/ethnicity, income-level, and/or geography that best convey inequities impacting one 
or more of your priority populations. Please include comparative data (to our county, other counties or our 
state) as appropriate or available. Please see page 8 of the Program Strategies and Outcomes document 
for indicators.  Priority population information for each priority area begins on page 10) 
 
Are there other reports needed for basic understanding of this priority area at the county-level?  Is there a 
chart or graph that better represents this inequity?  If so please include. 
 
Priority Area Name: School-Age Youth 
Community-Level Outcome: Increase the high school graduation rate of economically disadvantaged 
youth. 
 
Key Data Points  

• Of the 46,442 students in Washtenaw County public and charter schools, 13,007 (28%) were 
considered economically disadvantaged during the 2016-2017 school year. 

• While the average 5-year high school graduation rate for Washtenaw youth is higher than the 
state (89% vs. 82%, respectively), economically disadvantaged youth in Washtenaw County 
graduate at significantly lower rates than their local peers from higher income families (72% vs. 
89%, respectively), a 17-point gap. Washtenaw’s gap is more than 3 points wider than the 
national graduation gap between economically disadvantaged students and their middle- and 
upper-income peers (13.7 points vs. 17 points; Grad Nation). Graduation rates also vary widely 
by school district, ranging from 96% in Saline, 92% in Ann Arbor, 84% in Lincoln, and 72% in 
Ypsilanti. 5-year graduation rates are used instead of the traditional 4 years in an effort to 
accurately capture high school programs that utilize non-traditional models such as dual 
enrollment programs where youth can earn their high school diploma and post-secondary 
credential/Associate's degree during a 5-year period that combines high school and college 
courses. 

• During the 2016-2017 school year, 5,926 (12.6%) of all Washtenaw County students were 
“chronically absent,” missing 10%+ days of school per year. (Please note that this is an updated 
definition of chronic absence.) However, 23% of economically disadvantaged youth were 
chronically absent, compared to just 8% of their higher income peers. Economically 
disadvantaged students are nearly three times as likely to be chronically absent in our 
community. Chronic absence negatively impacts student achievement and increases the risk for 
dropping out of school. 

• "Economic disadvantage" is determined by free/reduce price lunch eligibility. Youth whose 
families are at or below 185% of the Federal Poverty Level are eligible for free or reduced-price 
lunch, which is $46,435 for a family of 4. 
 
 

https://www.uwwashtenaw.org/sites/uwwashtenaw.org/files/FY2018%20Program%20Operations%20Strategies%20and%20Outcomes.pdf
https://www.uwwashtenaw.org/sites/uwwashtenaw.org/files/FY2018%20Program%20Operations%20Strategies%20and%20Outcomes.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-guidelines
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Related Reports and Data 
• WACY’s Annual Report Card on Youth Well-Being 
• MI School Data 
• KIDS COUNT Data 

 
 
Program Strategies and Identified Best and/or Evidence Based Components 
For an individual less familiar that providers with the program strategies in your priority area, what are the 
reports and online sources needed for basic understanding of the best and/or evidence based 
practices/program components?  Are there terms, not included in the FY18 Program Strategies and 
Outcomes document or Appendix B of the RFP, which require additional definition? If so please include. 
 
Example 
Priority Area Name: School-Age Youth 
Related Content 

• Education Brief: ACEs for Educators and Stakeholders – the relationship between ACEs and 
academic outcomes, including that students with 3+ ACEs are 2.5x more likely to fail a grade, 
and are significantly more likely to be unable to perform at grade level, be labeled as special 
education, be suspended, be expelled or drop out of school. 

• Research suggests that children and youth who are supported by positive relationships with 
parents, family, peers, community members, and school staff are more likely to attend school, be 
more engaged, get better grades, and graduate on time. Effects of social supports from parents, 
peers, and teachers on academic outcomes and school engagement.  

• Grad Nation Brief – Data brief highlighting national and state trends in graduation. 
• Grad Nation’s State Data for Michigan (please note that Grad Nation uses 4-year graduation 

rates) 
• Elements of Effective Mentoring 

 
Definitions 

• Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs): Traumatic or disruptive things that can happen in childhood 
such as abuse, neglect, or household dysfunction, including parental mental illness, domestic violence, 
incarceration, substance abuse, etc. ACEs have been scientifically proven to change the structure of the 
brain. 

• Resilience: The capacity to cope with stress, overcome adversity and thrive, despite (and perhaps even 
because of) challenges in life. Resilience has been shown to buffer the impact of suffering or stress. 
Resilience grows through positive experiences, supportive environments, and the caring intervention of 
others. 

• Trauma-Informed Care: A trauma-informed approach understands the widespread impact of trauma and 
ACEs, as well as the potential paths for recovery (promoting prevention and building resilience.) Trauma-
Informed Care is a strengths-based service delivery approach “that is grounded in an understanding of and 
responsiveness to the impact of trauma, that emphasizes physical, psychological, and emotional safety for 
both providers and survivors, and that creates opportunities for survivors to rebuild a sense of control and 
empowerment”. It also involves vigilance in anticipating and avoiding institutional processes and individual 
practices that are likely to re-traumatize individuals who already have histories of trauma, and it upholds the 
importance of consumer participation in the development, delivery, and evaluation of services. 

• Toxic Stress: Can occur when a child experiences strong, frequent, and/or prolonged adversity—such as 
physical or emotional abuse, chronic neglect, caregiver substance abuse or mental illness, exposure to 
violence, and/or the accumulated burdens of family economic hardship, potentially without adequate adult 
support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54304911e4b00b15579ebd21/t/59bc1ad759cc68f67a1abb94/1505499863821/2017+WACY+Report+Card.pdf
http://www.mischooldata.org/
http://www.mlpp.org/kids-count/michigan-2/2017-kids-count-in-michigan-data-book
https://www.uwwashtenaw.org/sites/uwwashtenaw.org/files/FY2018%20Program%20Operations%20Strategies%20and%20Outcomes.pdf
https://www.uwwashtenaw.org/sites/uwwashtenaw.org/files/FY2018%20Program%20Operations%20Strategies%20and%20Outcomes.pdf
https://washtenawcoordinatedfunders.files.wordpress.com/2017/12/appendix-b-dei-definitions.pdf
http://www.hmprg.org/assets/root/ACEs/Education%20Policy%20Brief.pdf
https://books.google.com/books?id=JapeCwAAQBAJ&lpg=PA13&ots=a6MYuKk5od&dq=Wentzel%20Social%20relationships%20and%20motivation%20in%20middle%20school%3A%20The%20role%20of%20parents%2C%20teachers%2C%20and%20peers.&lr&pg=PA13#v=onepage&q=Wentzel%20Social%20relationships%20and%20motivation%20in%20middle%20school:%20The%20role%20of%20parents,%20teachers,%20and%20peers.&f=false
http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/91225/j.1467-8624.2012.01745.x.pdf?sequence=1
http://gradnation.americaspromise.org/report/2017-building-grad-nation-report
http://gradnation.americaspromise.org/state-activation#/MI
http://www.mentoring.org/images/uploads/Final_Elements_Publication_Fourth.pdf

