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Washtenaw Coordinated Funders 
FY18 Program Operations Grants Process 

Priority Area Overview 
 

Priority Area Name: Housing & Homelessness  
Prepared By: Amanda Carlisle, Washtenaw Housing Alliance 
 
Community-Level Outcome: Reduce the number of people who experience homelessness. 
Key Data Points 

• Washtenaw County has the highest cost housing market in the state of Michigan, with Fair Market 
Rent (FMR) for a one-bedroom unit at $850 for FY2017. 

o Annual income needed to afford a one-bedroom unit is $34,000 while the target 
population for housing and homelessness system is households that are extremely low-
income (earning less than 30 percent of the Area Median Income, or $18,600/year). 

• Most renters with household incomes below $35,000 (or below roughly 40% of HUD’s Area 
Median Income) in Washtenaw County face housing cost burdens. 
 

 
(Source: OCED Housing Affordability & Economic Equity – Analysis) 
 

• 44% percent of literally homeless households in Washtenaw County have a diagnosed disability, 
while 6-15% of Washtenaw County’s general population has a disability.  

o People experiencing chronic homelessness (long-term homelessness and a qualifying 
disability) often have monthly incomes between $0-$749 (amount provided for 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)). Monthly rent that is affordable for people with SSI, 
which is a federal income supplement provided to help “aged, blind, and disabled people, 
who have little or no income”, is $225.  

• African Americans represent 59% of Washtenaw County’s literally homeless population while 
representing just 13% of Washtenaw County’s general population. 

 
Related Reports and Data 

• National Low-Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC) Out of Reach Report (2017)   
• Washtenaw County Housing Affordability and Economic Equity – Analysis (2015) -  
• Washtenaw County Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing & Assessment of Fair Housing Plan 

(2017)  

http://nlihc.org/oor/michigan
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/community-and-economic-development/plans-reports-data/housing-and-infrastructure/2015/washtenaw-county-affordability-and-economic-equity.pdf
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/affh
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Program Strategies and Identified Best and/or Evidence Based Components 
 
Related Content 

• US Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End Homelessness 
• National Alliance to End Homelessness – Emergency Shelter Learning Series 
• National Alliance to End Homelessness – Rapid Re-Housing Overview 
• CSH – Permanent Supportive Housing Facts 
• Michigan Campaign to End Homelessness – 2016 Annual Report 
• Washtenaw County Homelessness Data 
• Washtenaw County CoC Resources & Data 

Definitions 

• Built for Zero Initiative – A national initiative helping a core group of committed communities 
end veteran and chronic homelessness. Washtenaw County has been a part of the Initiative since 
2015. 

• Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) – A federally- and state-mandated 
computerized data base system for programs serving homeless persons, especially programs 
receiving certain federal homeless program funds. 

• Housing Access for Washtenaw County (HAWC) – Washtenaw County’s Coordinated Entry 
System (CED), which is a system required by HUD and the State of Michigan. Coordinated entry 
processes help communities prioritize assistance based on vulnerability and severity of service 
needs to ensure that people who need assistance the most can receive it in a timely manner.  

• Housing First: Housing First is an approach to ending homelessness that centers on the concept 
that a homeless individual or household's first and primary need is to obtain stable housing, and 
that other issues that may affect the household can and should be addressed once housing is 
obtained. 

• SSI/SSDI Outreach, Advocacy, and Recovery (SOAR) – A technical assistance initiative that 
assists people who are homeless to successfully apply for Social Security Income (SSI) and 
Social Security Disability Incomes (SSDI).  

 

https://www.usich.gov/opening-doors
https://endhomelessness.org/resource/emergency-shelter/
https://endhomelessness.org/ending-homelessness/solutions/rapid-re-housing/
http://www.csh.org/supportive-housing-facts/
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mcteh/2016_Annual_Report_602458_7.pdf
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/community-and-economic-development/human-services/continuum-of-care/washtenaw-county-homelessness-data
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/government/departments/community-and-economic-development/human-services/continuum-of-care/coc-resources-materials
https://www.community.solutions/what-we-do/built-for-zero
http://www.housingaccess.net/

